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CHALLENGE

Tourism is among the most important economic drivers for the
MED area. However, in the MED vulnerable touristic destinations
such as the islands and scarcely inhabited territories, the natural
resources are at stake due to the seasonal massive tourist flows,
depleting its environmental capital, which is being used more
quickly than it can be renewed. A wide range of negative impacts
and externalities affect the quality and availability of natural
resources as well as the areas’ attractiveness.

The environmental footprint of tourism activities is reflected on

increased environmental pollution, excessive water and energy
use and waste production.
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PROJECT

INCIRCLE aims to support insular and scarcely inhabited MED
areas to meet the increasing environmental challenges caused
by tourist activities by promoting the application of Circular
Economy (CE) principles in the tourism sector.

Its mission is to “Enhance the sustainability and
attractiveness of MED touristic insular and low-density
areas through Circular Tourism, preserving the quality
and availability of natural resources as well as
improving the quality of life of residents & tourists.”

It is an Interreg MED project co-financed by the European
Regional Development Fund.

Duration: November 2019 - June 2022
Budget: €3.3 million

PROCESS

MAIN OUTPUTS

Development of the online INCIRCLE Knowledge
Platform, aiming to gather and exchange already available
CE solutions and knowledge to support the development of
CE policies and practices in the tourism sector.

Development of the INCIRCLE set of circular tourism
indicators, allowing for benchmarking and monitoring of
the progress made regarding tourism circularity in tourist
destinations.

Pilot testing activities in 5 cities (Palma, Himara, Gozo,
Larnaca, Rethymno), focusing on different CE solutions and

their results.

5 Regional/ National Strategies aiming at the transition

towards a more circular regional tourism model in their areas.

6 MED regional territories re-testing the INCIRCLE
methodological approach and developing their own circular
tourism strategies.




